Avoidance of injury to the left hepatic duct during parenchymal dissection for hepatic trisegmentectomy.
A simplified and safe technique is described herein for the dissection of the feedback structures to the medial segment of the left lobe, while preserving the integrity of the remaining left hepatic bile duct during the dissection for right hepatic trisegmentectomy. This is accomplished by passing a biliary probe into the main left hepatic duct from the stump of the right hepatic duct. Use of this technique during the performance of a hepatic trisegmentectomy expedites the hepatic dissection and decreases the potential for intraoperative injuries of the remaining bile duct to the lateral segment of the left lobe of the liver. In addition, irrigation of the left hepatic bile duct through the open right duct stump may demonstrate leakages of bile that may be repaired, leading to a decreased over-all morbidity in the subsequent postoperative period.